
Summary of State Boating Regulations
	Regulation
	New Jersey
	New York
	Connecticut
	Pennsylvania

	
	njsp.org/maritime/ 
	nysparks.state.ny.us
	ct.gov/dep
	fish.state.pa.us

	Age of boater


	13-15 yrs, <10 hp, >12 ft

=>16 yrs Power Boat & PWC
	10-17 yrs Power Boat

=>14 yrs PWC

18 yrs no restriction except PWC
	<12  yrs, <1O hp

=>12 yrs, Power Boat

=>16 yrs, PWC
	0-25 hp no restrictions

>25 hp 12 yrs power vessel

12-15 yrs PWC Restrictions

16 yrs PWC

	Operator license requirement


	All boaters in NJ must have a Boating Safety Certificate

NJ residents must have a NJ Boating Certificate and driver license endorsement for non-tidal waters. Non residents may have USCGA, USPS or other approved certificate
	Boaters 10-17 and PWC operators must have a Boating Safety Certificate.

NYS, USCGA, USPS and other state certificates are acceptable
	CT residents and boaters more than 60 days year must have a Ct Certificate.  Non-residents do not need a certificate.

All PWC operators must have a Ct Certificate of Personal Water Craft Operation from the CT DEP
	To operates boats >25 hp all boaters must  have a Boating Safety Certificate.  Pa residents must have a Pa certificate.  Non residents may use certificates approved by NASBLA

	Education
	Boating courses must be taught by NJ certified instructors including USCGA and USPS instructors
	NYS offers a boating course taught by NYS licensed instructors.  USCGA & USPS courses are acceptable
	The Ct/DEP at a variety of locations offers ct courses.  USCGA and USPS offer courses.  PWC exams must be CT/DEP exams
	Pa Fish & Boat Commission offers courses

USCGA & USPS course are acceptable

	Titling
	Vessels > 12’ must be titled NJ DMV titles vessels state.nj.us/mvc/
Exceptions see njsp.org
	1987 and newer vessels =>14’

NY DMV titles vessels

www.nydmv.state.ny.us
	Ct is not a title state, the bill of sale will suffice
	Pa Fish & Boat Commission titles boats. 1997 & newer. Inboards, Outboards =>14’ and PWCs 

	Registration
	DMV registers vessels

All powered and titled vessels

Residence and boater =>180 days.  Annual renewal

Exemptions see njsp.org
	Power vessels must be registered with NY DMV by NY residents or boaters more than 90 days.  3 year renewal

Exemptions see nysparks...
	All motorized and sail =>19.5’

Ct residents or boaters more then 60 days must register boat with the CT DMV.  2 year renewal

Exemptions see ct.gov/dep
	All power vessels must be registered by residents and boaters more than >60 days fish.state.pa.us.  2 year renewal

	Documentation


	All owners who own, rent, lease space in NJ except transient must register vessels

Only registration stickers must be displayed
	NY residents or boaters more than 90 days must register documented boats but only display the registration sticker
	Ct residents or boaters more then 60 days must register documented boats but only display the Ct Certificate of Decal
	Pa residents or boater more than 60 days must register documented boats but only display the registration decal




Summary of State Required Equipment That Differs From Federal Regulations
	Regulation
	New Jersey
	New York
	Connecticut
	Pennsylvania

	
	njsp.org/maritime/ 
	nysparks.state.ny.us
	ct.gov/dep
	fish.state.pa.us

	Numbers
	
	
	
	

	Registration


	Aft of number


	Aft of number


	To the right of the number, Port aft, starboard forward
	Before or following the 

number

	Life Jackets
	=<12 yrs must wear except in enclosed cabin underway

Proposed Nov to Mar boats =<21’ must be worn

Skiers, tubers, PWC riders non-inflatable life jacket
	=<12 yrs must wear except in enclosed cabin underway

Nov to Mar boats =<21’ must be worn except in cabin

Skiers, tubers, PWC riders non-inflatable life jacket
	=<13 yrs must wear except in enclosed cabin underway

Manually propelled boats 1 Oct to May 31 must be worn

Skiers, tubers, PWC riders non-inflatable life jacket
	=<12 yrs must wear except in enclosed cabin underway

Type 1V in kayaks and canoes 

Skiers, tubers, PWC riders non-inflatable life jacket

	VDS
	
	Inland and coastal waters
	
	Only on Lake Erie

	Fire Extinguishers
	
	
	
	No required on open boats <26’ (no enclosed space)

	Ventilation
	
	
	
	

	Backfire flame arrester
	
	
	
	

	Navigation lights
	
	
	
	

	Pollution Placard
	No mention
	No mention
	No mention
	No mention

	Marpol Trash Placard
	No mention
	No mention
	Required
	No mention

	Marine Sanitation Device
	
	No water from a toilet, tub or sink (gray water) may drain into lakes
	
	

	Nav Rules
	
	
	
	

	Anchor
	
	All power boats except PWC must carry an anchor and line
	
	

	Bell
	
	>40 ‘
	>40 ‘
	>40 ‘

	Noise Control


	90 decibels


	90 decibels


	Befrore1993 90, after 1993 88 decibels
	Efficient muffler device




If you would like an electronic copy email mcglynndf@gmail.com and request State Summary

